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CHILDREN LAW GLOSSARY

At your initial appointment with us or during your first attendance at Court, you may hear a number of terms that you are unfamiliar with. As a useful guide, Seddons Family Department has compiled a glossary of terms that helps explain some of these words.  

	Applicant
	The party making the application. 



	CAFCASS
	The Children & Family Court Advisory and Support Service. A representative of this organisation is usually appointed to give advice to the Court about an application made to it regarding the welfare of a child. The body provides advice and support to parents and their children and can arrange for children to be represented. 



	Care Order
	An order made by the Court that means both the parent(s) and the local authority have parental responsibility for the child. 



	Child
	An unmarried person under 16 or person under 19 receiving full time education which is not advanced education.



	Child Abduction
	It is an offence for a parent (or anyone with parental responsibility) to remove or send a child from the UK without either the consent of all persons with parental responsibility or the leave of the Court. 



	Child of the family
	A child of both parties to a marriage or any other child (not including those children placed with the parties as foster parents) who has been treated as a child of the family. 



	CMEC
	The Child Maintenance & Enforcement Commission. The new name for the Child Support Agency (CSA).


	Collaborative Law
	A pioneering form of dispute resolution which encourages amicable dialogue between the parties without going to Court through roundtable discussions and constructive negotiation.



	Conciliation Appointment
	After an application regarding a child has been made, the Court will usually list the matter for a Conciliation Appointment, which is the first opportunity the parties will have to negotiate an agreement. Although the Judge at these hearings cannot make an order unless the parties agree, he can encourage the parties to try and resolve their differences. 



	Contact Order
	This is an order made by the Court which requires the person with whom the child lives (or is going to live) to allow the child to visit or stay with the person named in the order or for that person and the child to have contact with each other.



	Counsel
	Another name for a barrister, a lawyer typically instructed by a solicitor to represent you at Court or advise on a particular issue.


	Ex-parte
	Latin for: 'From one party'. All children applications can be issued ex parte (i.e. in the absence of the other party) in an emergency. The matter will be given a return date when the matter will be formally heard with the other party present. 


	Family Assistance Order
	An order made by the Court which makes available a probation office or local authority officer to advise any person named in the order. Not normally ordered unless in exceptional circumstances.



	Guardian
	A person appointed to look after the interests of the child. 



	Injunction
	An order issued by the Court to make an individual perform or stop them from carrying out, a certain act. 



	Interim contact
	The temporary arrangements for a party's contact with a child. 



	Leave
	This means “permission”. A parent, guardian or person with a residence order does not require the permission of the Court to apply for a Section 8 order. 

Those who can apply only for a residence or contact order include: 1) a step-parent who has treated the child as a child of the family; 2) any person with whom the child has lived for at least 3 out of the last 5 years; or 3) any person who has obtained the consent of all those people whose legal position would not be affected. i.e. anyone with parental responsibility; anyone with a residence order; or the local authority for the child if he is in care. 

All other parties wishing to make an application require permission.



	Mediation
	A form of alternative dispute resolution (ADR), mediation usually takes the form of a meeting presided over by an impartial third party with a view to guiding the parties in dispute towards an amicable resolution. 



	‘No Order' presumption
	The Court will not make an order unless doing so would be better for the child than making no order at all. 



	Non-molestation Order
	An order prohibiting one party from molesting, harassing or pestering another. 



	Non-resident parent
	The parent who is not living with the child



	Occupation Order
	An order usually made following harassment or abuse in the home. This order will decide who should carry on living there in the short-term. 



	Parental Responsibility
	All the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority that a parent has in relation to his child. It could be described as the ability of a parent to make important decisions in respect of their child, such as their choice of education, medical treatment and religion. 



	Parental Responsibility Agreement
	Where a father does not have parental responsibility for his child, he is able to enter into an agreement with the mother to give him joint parental responsibility. 



	Prohibited Steps Order
	An order made by the Court which prevents an adult doing something concerning a child, e.g. taking them out of the country.


	Qualifying child
	See Child



	Residence Order
	This is an order made by the Court which determines the arrangements for the child regarding which person he will live with.



	Respondent
	The opposing party in the proceedings. 



	Schedule 1 Children Act
	An important piece of legislation allowing a parent (including a step-parent), guardian or anyone with a residence order in their favour or a child to apply for financial relief. 



	Section 8 Orders
	The orders that can be made under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989, specifically: A residence order; contact order; prohibited steps order; or a specific issue order



	Shared residence order
	An order where the child will live and have a home with both parties. 



	Specific Issue Order
	An order made by the Court determining a specific issue in dispute regarding the welfare of the child. 



	Staying contact
	An overnight stay with the non-resident parent/grandparent/person with parental responsibility etc.


	Undertaking
	A formal, binding promise to the Court.



	Welfare Checklist
	The Court is directed under s1(3) Children Act 1989 to consider seven factors: the ascertainable wishes of the child; the child's physical, emotional and educational needs; the likely effect on the child of any change in circumstances; the child's age, sex, background and any characteristics of the child which the Court considers relevant; any harm that the child has suffered or is at risk of suffering; how capable each of the child's parents and any other person in relation to whom the Court considers the question relevant of meeting the child's needs.



	Welfare Principle
	Under s1(1) of the Children Act 1989, the child's welfare is the Court's paramount concern.
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